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NGARUAWAHIA HIGH SCHOOL
1963 - 1990
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NGARUAWAHIA HIGH SCHOOL

1963 - 1990

Many of the old identities of Ngaruawahix remember the pachked
buses as high school pupils from the digtrict travelled into
a Hamilton High School or College. There was little room
left for woerkers.

S8o at the opening of the Waipa Primary School in 19958 &
petition was put forward te pravide a High School for
‘Newcastle'’' Ngaruawahia.

A= with many mew ventures, it took many vears and the time of
many innevative people to get the wheels of progress into
motion.

It was at the zame time as the centennial celebrations, one
hundred years to the day after General Cameron hoisted the
British flag where the two rivers meet, that there came the
end of an era and the beginning of ancther with the birth of
the long awaited High School. 8o twenty-seven years ago in
February 1263 all the planning for a New High School
culminated in ite opening with Mr E B Allison as its
Principal.
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The Maori culture group has always been a special feature of
the school. In 1978 the group participated with distinction
in the International Youth Festival of Performing Arts in
Aberdeen, Scotland, the famous Edinburgh Festival; - toured
South West England ; performed at Disneyland, Los Angeles and
featured on BRC Television.

Then in 19846 the Maori Culture Broup was first in the Central
North Island Festival.

It was 12 years after the school ‘e opening that Maori was
introduced as & Language.

The first sechool magazine was printed in 1945 and Ngaruawahia
High School has the special privilege of being the first High
School in New Zealand to have a coloured covered magazine.
This magazine has always been a feature of the end of the
year get togethers, where there are many laughs over what has
happened during the year and over the cartoons of main events
during the year. Many hours are spent by the editorial staff
tc get this yearly awaited magazine cut on time.

In 1968 the school produced ites first Musical Drama
Production 'My Fair Pygmalion’' and have continued to produce
musicals every two yearse. Thie years production was called

‘Night Shriek’ which was adapted from the Shakespearian play
‘Macbeth’.

The sixties was alsc the beginning of fundraising for a

gymnasium which was opened in 1275, One of the raffles was
that of a racehorse.

Also in 1975 there was a change in Principal ‘s when Mr E R
Allison retired as principal and Mr Murphy whoe had been
teaching &t the school since 1947 and had been Deputy
Principal since 19249,

1978 saw the long awaited lecture room completed and this was
followed in 1981 with the opening of the Sir Douglas Carter
Library. This Library was originally planned so that it
would be cpen to the pubic of Ngaruawahia but because of its
dietance from the centre of Town it wae left as the school
library and another opened in the main street of Ngaruawahia.

There have been 10 over seas Lrips from 1943 - 1984 two of
which were the 1979 Rugby trip to Brisbane Boys college, this
outstanding Team was coached by and ex-pupil, Chris Grinter,
and the 1983 Malays=ian Education Trip.
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In 1983 was the 21 Anniversary of the schools opening. Many
af the ex—pupils and staff were instrumental in organizing
this reunion and found that many pupile they remember by
nicknames or were married made it hard to contact them. The
reunion committee had 15 months to organize the reunion, even
though this seems like a long time, the committee in the last
few weeks were wondering if they would get every thing done
on time.

On November 1 1986 the Ngaruawahia Community Cadet Unit was
started. Thie unit has been popular with students at the
High School.

1987 was a very sad year for moet studentie and stafé as they
watched D Block burn down to the ground. Teachers had tao
teach there class in temporary pre—fabe which were donated by
other schools, whilst the new Cebus Block was being built.

An aerial view of a very young Ngaruawahia High School.
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Ngaruawahia High School ‘s Tehuingaongawsai ¥ Marae was

effically opened on Saturday 30 April 1988, after four years
of fundraising and planning. This school marae is use by
teachers and pupils, the school have an unique way of
welcoming new staff and pupile into the schoel, which they do
a powhiri to welcome them inte the school, this commences out-’

side the marae.

Thie marae is also available for ocutside groupse to use as the
school has always tried to include the community within its
programme. Many adults attend evening classes at night and
there are adults attending classes during the day.
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be accepted after being challenged on his arrival to the high school marae. -

School marae opens

lkhllyw-&why after four years
of [
MMIMMWI&.'M.-‘
Australian MMMIMMG«U
Hand d
uu‘hhmh-hdhudynnd
dealing with racial problems.
During the ceremony, Mr Hand stressed
leu-lluuydluﬂ-lw:‘l-

school.

Ngarsawahia High School's marae was of - tare. He sald both cultures were rich and it

was important to retals and strengthen them
%o they could be passed down through the
geoerations.

School marae committee chalrman
Maurie sald planning for the
$70000 marae about four years ago.

was through grants from the
Internal Affairs and Education Dc’cn-nu.
donations and {undralsing.
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INTERVIEW WITH MRS BARBARA LANDON

Mre Landon attended Ngaruawahia High School as a foundation
pupil in her forth form year. She went through to 2nd vear
fifth farm, which was called five retun, which students use
to nick name five rejects. (1963-1965)

Below is & photo of Mrs Landon's foundation class (second row
from front, eight from the left)

Below is a photo af Mrs Landan in the S Return class (second
row, fourth from left)




Below 15 a photo of Mrs Landon in the orchestra (second row
from front, faourth from left)

During her term at Ngaruawahia High School, she played the
recorder in the school orchestra in 1965 also in that vear
wase voted Deputy head girl. (Front row, second from left)

NOARUAWANIA
MIOW BCHOOL

pugrecTs 1965
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If Mre Landon had not attended Ngaruawahia she may not have
meet her fulture husband who was a class ahead of her and
wouldn’'t have two daughters that attend Ngaruawahia High
Schoel.

Back in those days School socials were & lot like our school
balls today. Below is a photo af Mrs Landon and friends at a
school social. (Mre Landon is the second from the right)

Barbara Landon explained how before there was a Ngaruawahia
High School, she biked about three kilo metres to the end of
her road, padlocked up her bike then caught a bus into
Ngaruawahia where she and a lot of other students caught
various buses, depending on the school they went tce. She

did this five days a week, & very tiring day for anyone. The
buses were always full and business pecple were restricted to
catch later or earlier buses because of the over crowded
buses.

Mre Landon ie always involved in the organizing of the
community, for which she is well known for. BHarbara is cne
of the Commititee memberse for which we can thank for the
arganization of the Ngaruawahia High School reupion in 1983.
She is always willing to help with any fundraising for the
schooel and community.

I was surprised when Mrs Landon said that up to 40 of the ex-—
pupils that she use to go to school with, had died before the
reunion.




THE THREE PRINCIPALS

The firet Principal appointed to Ngaruawahia High School was
M- E B Allison in 1963, he was principal for 12 years. Helow
is a picture of Mr E B Allison. I

Mr Murphy wae Ngaruawahia High Schools second Principal. He
joined the teaching staff of Ngaruawahia High School in 1967
as head of English and Sccial Studies. He has qualifications
to aleo teach History and Geography. In March 1949 he was
appointed to Deputy Principal, then in May 197& Principal.

Mr Murphy held thie position for 13 years until he retired in
May 1988. Below is a picture of Mr Murphy.




Mr A J Cranshaw is Ngaruawahia High School ‘s third principal
since 1763, In May 1988 he affically became Principal. Mr
Cranshaw previously held the position of Deputy Principal at
Hillcrest High School where all the third formers knew him
well and always could find him in the gym organizing
Basketball games. Hillcrest High School were very
unfortunate to loose such a fun guy.
Mr Cranshaw with a beard and

Below ie a picture of
ancther one in a dress.




NGARUAWAHIA HIGH SCHOOL 1963 - 1990
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INTERVIEW WITH MR MacDONALD
@ TRAINING [T63
When did you first start tcnching’x@F’.&‘?.Jf‘.ﬁ..(
At what schools have you taught? MNTLYWEST, Kimipia,, .
THVORY, BERNARD FEREZN,,. NEARAROHIR. ,  NAARL

G ™ « W anm

Why did you chose to teach at N H S? (.4/VED N AREA . ..

What years have you taught at N H S°?

What subject/= have you taught at this school? ENf¢SH, .

.
P
e ve vo've v ve Pe se Te se Uw ve T e P se PE S S Sw PE e Ye Ye e= e=v

KIENCE, MB TS, E, SOCAE ST, TI(NE, CO(CTERS, (MplK, CRBFT, Teern PRAL NG
EXNCINEERINE;, ECONCMIC STORIES , SOCCERrR

How have you enjoyed working here as a teacher? ......

QF, . VeBS o . BULROACHAPLE, STURENTS . . ..o vun
CREAT | WQREINE, ENVILONMENT ;. £XCP, STREE . REVOTIENS . ... ..

Have you enjoyed working with N H S pupils? AV 957 . oF .
.C‘foe{, -jes.' ---------------- .

If you had your time over again as a teacher at N H S,

what changes would you make? . NI .. .

What notable events have occurred during your term at

N H 52O CULTVRE, . Q0P . WLTATIEN X0 VK, . TR FERFPRM. .
.. O7. EPINBVREY.,. HISNEYLANY . +, HAWA LI

e L R R

B, FIRST, 5787 Stiac 1o HAVE A CoLorRED, MAEA2INE, COVER.,
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INTERVIEW WITH MR Cranshaw
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1 When did you First start teaching?

-

==

At what schools have you taught?
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3 Why did you chose toc become Frincipal at M H 8§ 7
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Have you enicyed working with M H 8 pupils?
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I+ yvou had your time over again as Principal of M H &,
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What notable events have occurred during your term at
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329A Queen Street
NGARUAWAHIA

"1 October 1990

N J Murphy
1032 River Road
HAMILTON

Dear Mr Murphy

I am student at Ngaruawahia High School and am required
to do a English research assignment on an aspect of our
local community.

For my subject I have chosen to do Ngaruawahia High School
and would be very greatful if you could assist me by filling
in the questionnaire which you will find enclosed.

Thank you for your time and co-operation and I hope to
be receiving your reply soon as it is needed urgently.

Yours sincerely

Barbara Pratt

Enc




NGARUAWAHIA HIGH SCHOOL 1963 - 1990

Questionnaire — Mr Murphy

. . & o y
1 When did youv first start teaching? /VIZ‘/(C""KD’;'”"V .'f‘?l‘.‘f'l.':‘/%q, /L:n

2 At what schools have you taught? 5ﬂppl %S@CMMIM .aa:—v"s-qfr(’/-/’ﬁw
(;Gfi Sea"’k’/. . M"f”("ﬁ'.? ? A 25-Kelrnd, 72 N.Z. in Jne 19 seleded asTeadlr-Lscel

. Pk 1B e fl‘ rovirond 6 Reliogng oF Unidkdlo Primay Schosls inQiediny #5 '«&3«'4‘4"'7'5;—3?7&12 b Ll
3 What ye&r$ did you tedc efore yoli became Pgincipal 0 Hﬁo,:’lﬁ,“‘.a,,}c‘g_

W B S7 Apled HODEmbiheSonil Shebecfh 67 Vel gL,
//&,, 0¢/~//' mCy/sr M"9/ /"/7»0)‘7'"‘ '7,5" Vil’mz H-’J:.&‘
4 Have you been Principal at any other schg/ols? ...ﬂ./".';."EQ‘ f :JT——-"“
If so what schools? "‘/750!54‘ f‘”?”'gm:qfdﬂﬂc]’“/%’mchlm
60'2 QA Nur /.;I. < l/‘;/‘“// /;“:w

(- m/|/

. = ~ . - - . .;*
What subject/s are you qualified to teach? t" [’z .(./.‘1'.4.".‘.’:7/'{4 &,

.. Secial, Skdss, ’(796‘7‘1/ (it BEGES).  omerss ss gammens
5 How did you enjoy being Principal at N H 87 /"" .‘:“Ql @(/Aafa/fb
vy vy T mlinl gty s 58, Gl s rgy Tiowiony Jﬂ;***/ foey i

./fl\c f/)antﬁ"bh ‘ */71/046[ .fu//&/ me 0/ / c/.Qi/e(/ a/!6 //m‘/ fremacbus _77"/""}

ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

8 If you had your time over again as Principal of N H S,

ZZJ* in r0sing SuFbcie T inene) % bl Ao ,,,M_m;ﬁ‘./,.t LA, s no? wade logye Encaat e
Fine B Lot o RNfiie  beMIEal) Girtad Y Kifehen s linnecesing), Sime Feack oy & pfomFments
ke Dovaded late rTehed dilegansaly [ ok g ol s, 2]

| el /a 7 BeR Ry / j( /& - 7

what changes would you make?}."’.‘{.’g/.‘?./{é{e.'r'. CM%’/‘/&/""‘;"}{']

‘ln a; In/qm/(;»;//mffe.(?//.é /6//315} . /40’1 Ozaé"n’o/fd.
o Dsneyland / Devin € Grmwell/ cnd Stigepere | . ; .
/f‘ -.SC‘oﬂ'c-Tfii{;pf?f /{(u56u //Uﬂmac‘//‘AM ¢ ﬁ’/ /? mn/a;\ ,' ,97‘;/‘2"” 14" Ly ¢ 'nf"‘[qce',
) A /jld.b'.'n( 4,//4 d /
G

1979 /3%,
o lt’c!/t:’]]/

y Tr By Cllese pitshun i toehed by co-pu *'// b, .r"n/‘/ now )
(clc ,1/5/ ot /é/l;/ ‘ [10'4 oo ; 2oy ’C ’ j 4 3&,./2%; ﬂ-i .
/ 7,)";/‘ 7-‘5 (4 : /”w’?é{@/qrzzv;jol’(@:// fC‘(a /J/ /’i?/‘f/ Ma ot} 'é/‘[,f/é,,/é{ ;?f ~ -fru/ /‘4/ /Su [es fo

Tnancsy congereld in e iea 4 ﬂ/ Tonedd .
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29A Queen Street
NGARUAWAHIA

1 October 1990

E B Allison
RD 2
MORRINSVILLE

Dear Mr Allison

I am student at Ngaruawahia High School and am required
to do a English research assignment on an aspect of our
local community.

For my subject I have chosen to do Ngaruawahia High School
and would be very greatful if you could assist me by filling
in the questionnaire which you will find enclosed.

Thank you for your time and co-operation and I hope to
be receiving your reply soon as it is needed urgently.

Yours sincerely

Barbara Pratt

Enc




SRS U PR A A YTy ) M A SR

BIBLIOGRAPHY

Latta, N M, Meeting of the Watersp f&b@éin~,¢Jatpi

OTHER SOURCES OF INFORMATION

Reunion Magazine - 1983
Ngaruawahia High School magazine - 1983

- 1987

- 1989
Interview with Mrs Landon - Foundation Pupil
Interview with Sandy MacDonald
Questioneers from Principals

School Library - vertical files

School photo's and magazines from school office

= e e T T TP R







